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Abstract:
This keynote presentation will bring together successful examples which have engaged
research with practice for the purpose of building entrepreneurship within regions. The starting
point is that entrepreneurship is embedded in a social context which is activated for
entrepreneurship through social networks. Indeed, entrepreneurship itself might be described
as a social process with economic outcomes. This is the perspective we take and what we look
to do is show how the socialisation of the entrepreneurial process can be facilitated for regional
growth. What we do here is introduce context and learning into this mix as a dynamic
capability, mechanism and moderating factor, to show how entrepreneurial ventures can grow
over time through social factors so that learning for the business can take place. The examples
we provide show that by building the social foundations for entrepreneurship and dealing with
the “softer side” of entrepreneurship and social resource needs, entrepreneurs can take their
ventures forward and grow. The research led examples show how learning can be effective in
an ‘appropriate’ context when combined with social factors. As well as extending work on
entrepreneurship and regional development, this work also speaks to discussions around the
‘engaged university’ and the relevance of knowledge transfer but also ways in which
‘universities’ can support regional needs.
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